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RUSH FIRE DISTRICT, BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 

1971 Rush-Mendon Road, Rush, New York 14543 
 September 19, 2023 Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Roll Call:  Chairman Scott Goodman called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm           
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 

Present: Commissioners Goodman, Faugh, Sweet, Platt, Terzo; Chief Jon Faugh, 
Asst Chief Terzo, Treasurer Aletha Steehler, Secretary Kitty Stappenbeck 
 

Town of Rush:  Councilmember Dan Chase 
 

Rush Fire Department member(s) were also in attendance: Jim Princehorn 
 

Town Resident: Lee Hankin 
 

Report From the Town:   
● Received finalized Comprehensive Plan Update; it should be available online 
and he would encourage review of the document. 
● Supervisor secretary has resigned her position. The town is looking for 
replacement 
● Chief Faugh received notice that the ‘barn’ that the Fire department uses is no 
longer a viable option. Commissioner Goodman received an email from town 
supervisor, Kusse that the building is unsafe and the contract with RFD is terminated 
immediately 
 

Approval of Minutes:  
Correction to August ‘BILLS’ paid - from $42,943.05;  to $45,015.50.   The August bills 
were not approved (although they were reviewed) at the August meeting. Motion by 
Commissioner Sweet to approve the August bills, seconded by Commissioner Faugh. 
Passed 5 - 0 
Approval of Meeting minutes: Motion by Commissioner Sweet, seconded by 
Commissioner Faugh to accept the August meeting minutes. Passed 5 - 0 
 

Chief’s Report: 
● Another busy month -  
● pump testing 582 done at HarRob 
● 583 and 584 were done at Mendon when HarRob was out there: no issues 
found with either.  
● He hasn’t heard anything more about the Rush-Scottsville Road plan, 
Children’s home at 400 Rush-Scottsville Rd,  but he noticed that a lot of dirt is being 
moved around. 
○  The original plan (during Covid) was to expand, adding gymnasium, and other 
facilities. Unclear whether that is still the plan 
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Buildings and Grounds:  
HOUSE 1 
● replace window on 583 bay - will be done by Alliance Door 
● Laborers have been cleaning windows and vents 
● Fly issue taken care of 
● Air conditioner - work done on radio room split system 
● gutter cleaned front of building 
● Chief mentioned that lights out - mens bathroom and halfway between bathroom 
and small meeting room. Jon tried to replace, bulbs, but that did not work. Commissioner  
Terzo will pick up ballast. 

 
HOUSE 2  
● Bill for tree trimming was received 
● George Eiff asked if a small fence to protect bushes from snow plowing should 
be put in. Commissioner Terzo will get a price. 
● Generator will be serviced 
● Leaf Guard did not respond, so another company will be contacted for pricing 
  

  

Vehicles: 
● 582 - The district still has not heard back from HarRob with suggestions for 
upgrades to keep truck on the road for a few more years. Commissioner Terzo will reach 
out to HarRob again 
● 588 - still waiting for trim ring 
● Commissioner Sweet mentioned that on Monday, the transmission in 588 cut 
out/froze up in low gear twice with electronic type issues 
● 584 - lights that were damaged were replaced 
● 582 and 584 new intake relief valve- Asst Chief Terzo had sent one out for 
overhaul and will be approximately 12 weeks before we get it back 
 

Equipment:  
● Airpacks - are face pieces fitting people wrong? Chief Faugh indicated they fit 
‘differently’ - Commissioner Terzo said fit testing should be done before being put into 
service. 
○ Asst Chief Terzo indicated that we got packs from Dival, they should be able to 
do the fit testing 
○ The treasurer indicated that DiVal is still not emailing invoices;  Commissioner 
Terzo will follow up with sales rep Mike Coddington. Treasurer will forward the most 
recent email to Commissioner Terzo 
 

Information Technology: 
Commissioner Terzo said that as of right now, we should be all set 
Commissioner Goodman is dealing with Kables on the new phone system 
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SOGs and SOPs:    
● Changes to the Discrimination policy suggested by Commissioner Sweet at the 
8/15 meeting were made. The updated document was sent on August 16 to the board 
members. Motion by Commissioner Terzo, seconded by Commissioner Platt, passed 
5 - 0. Asst Chief Terzo then asked if it should be an SOG or a SOP? It was agreed 
that the Discrimination policy should be an SOP, Policy vs. Guideline (SOG). 
Secretary will change and send final copy to Asst Chief Terzo to be distributed to the 
members via Target Solutions 
● Secretary asked about the Sexual Harassment policy  - that needs to be 
changed from SOG to SOP 
● Commissioner Terzo indicated that all policies should be looked at to make 
sure SOP’s and SOG’s are labeled correctly 
● Commissioner Terzo asked if the policy was updated for the airpacks. No 
 
7:20 pm    Commissioner Terzo made a motion for executive session, Commissioner 
Sweet seconded 
 
7:35  Commissioner Terzo made motion to return to regular meeting, seconded by 
Commissioner Sweet 
 
Commissioner Terzo made a motion to accept Treasurer Steehler’s leave of absence, 
seconded by Commissioner Sweet and passed 5 - 0. 
Re: Laborer. Secretary was instructed to send a letter thanking Ms. Miller (Frost) for 
her work with the Rush Fire District. She will remain in QB as ‘inactive’ and the 
secretary will remove her access from all appropriate software applications. 

 
Publicity and Associations:  
 
● Commissioner Platt notified Commissioner Faugh of an error in the last  
newsletter (Oct/Nov) that was sent to the town. The date for Commissioner elections 
is the second Tuesday in December (12/12/23) not the first. 
● Asst Chief Terzo is trying to arrange a time for Senator Pam Helming to come 
to the FireHouse. Schedules have not permitted a convenient time 

     

Physicals: 2/19/2024 
● Commission Platt contacted Northern Star for pricing on physicals performed 
by them. He received a price list. He confirmed that they do the Lung Function Test. 
● Secretary Stappenbeck received the Rush Fire District profile from Healthworks 
and provided it to Commissioner Platt 
● Commissioner Terzo suggested  that Commissioner Platt review the paperwork 
from Healthworks and report back at the October meeting 
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○  Commissioner Sweet  suggested that Commissioner Platt contact Dr. 
Carlson(the doctor at Healthworks that has knowledge about the physicals currently 
being done for the Rush Fire Department members. 
● Discussion was had regarding the NFPA version of physical that Rush should 
adopt - 2000 was mentioned. 

  
Bills:   
Following a review of the September General Fund Invoices, Motion by Commissioner   
Terzo, seconded by Commissioner  Platt and approved 5 - 0  to pay the vouchers in 
the amount of $10,904.13, voucher #’s 2023- 188 through 2023- 205. 
Vouchers were reviewed by Commissioners #1 Terzo, #2 Sweet, #3 Platt  
                 

Inventory, Inspection and Dinner: November 11, 2023; Wildwood Country Club 
Remaining Inventory Inspection Dates:  9/22  Commissioner Platt; 9/25 Commissioner 
Faugh;  10/2; 10/14; 10/25 

                       

Insurance/Budget/Attorney:   
● Commissioner Sweet: Insurance - nothing to report 
● The Treasurer reported: 
○ Audit - 99% complete - just waiting on letter from attorney 
Commissioner Goodman sent an email to the District’s attorney regarding next steps 
for Ambulance billing.  The attorney will check and reply. Questions to be covered: 
Do we need to make a motion to move forward? There are lots of things we need to 
do, such as 
Agreement w/department;, where funds will be distributed,  Hannigan law firm put a 
process out through FASNY. Scott will send info to board 

 
Liaison Town Board: 
2023-08P: Jon Alexander, 45 Woodruff Rd, Single Family Residential Home  

2023-09P: Joel Schmid, 592 Fishell Rd, Single Family Home after complete loss of 
home at this address due to fire 
 No issues were noted on either submission; notification letter to town 

 
Membership: No Report 
 

Old Business:   
● Commissioner Platt will be trained on the fob system, Chief Faugh will not. This 
is a change to the prior month report. 
● Secretary will send an email to Rush Fire Department  members, which 
includes the secretary and president as well as the Ladies Auxiliary on who can issue 
fobs. 
 

New Business:  
● Large Meeting Room: for cub scout meetings. Time runs from 6:30 - 7:30 pm 
○ 10/6, 10/19, 10/26; 11/16; 12/1, 12/14   
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● Motion to accept all dates for cub scout meetings by Commissioner Platt, 
seconded by Commissioner Terzo and passed 5 - 0 
 

Adjournment:   
Motion to adjourn by Commissioner Sweet, seconded by Commissioner Platt. 
Meeting adjourned 8:07 pm by common consent.   
 

 


